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WALPOLE CROSS KEYS
PARISH COUNCIL

Chair: Nick Dyble Clerk: Caroline Boyden

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY THE 20th OF MAY
2025 FROM 19.00 AT JEPHSON HALL

PRESENT: Clir N Dyble (ND),G. Coates(GC), Clir G Roberts (GR), Clir R White
(RW), Clir R Dyble (RD), Clir A. Sylvester (AS). Note Clir N Dyble acts as
chairman and all other parish councillors attend as members of the public.
County Councillor Julian Kirk

NO members of the public were in attendance, other than as above note.

1. WELCOME - a formal welcome was given by the Chairman
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - Clirs T Roberts, Sylvester and clerk

3. MINUTES
To approve the meeting minutes from the 22nd of May 2024 proposed RW, seconded
GR and unanimously accepted by all present at that meeting.

4. CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT:

The new neighbourhood plan is finally complete and submitted for approval to the Borough Council
and an independent examiner. Thanks to all that responded to the survey. The data collected has
enable us to ensure that the new plan will be relevant for some years to come. It's been a long haul
and now we just wait for that approval!

Money is tight and we must keep a careful eye on our budget. There are two sources of income: The
precept — which is a small part of our council tax bills, and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) that is
paid by property developers when they build in our parish. We must keep the two separated as CIL
can only be spent on new infrastructure, and if we don’t spend it, the Borough Council takes it back.
The precept is used to maintain what we have, but clearly, the more infrastructure there is, the more it
costs to maintain. However, converting our street lights to solar power could be paid for by CIL and
save the cost of electricity, so we will be getting a quote for that soon. Detailed financial accounts are
available on the parish council website.

During the past year, we have purchased another speed sign, installed a new bus shelter, an
additional dog waste bin in Low Road and seats for the bus shelters.

Speeding is always an issue, and the Council is to re-visit the idea of a village speed watch. Several
councillors will be available, but more help is needed. Volunteers are required for as little as one hour
per month, and training will be given in the village, so no travelling is necessary. If anyone is prepared
to help, please contact the Parish Clerk or any Councillor.
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One thing that’s cropped up a lot recently is fly tipping rubbish into ditches. Here in the fens, the
drainage network is of great importance and ditches must be kept clear and maintained.

The new development on the old onion factory site, called Allium Way, is nearing completion. The
Parish Council still has concerns regarding the junction with Sutton Road and safety aspects at school
start and end times. The Borough Council planning office does not always take notice of us, but |
intend to shout a bit louder.

All this sounds a bit negative, but parish councillors are a cheery bunch and in November we
welcomed Stafan Dolby onto the council. We still have a vacancy if anyone would like to join us.

As usual, | thank all Councillors and our clerk Caroline for their continued hard work. Also, Councillor
Julian Kirk’s support is much appreciated.

Nick Dyble
5. BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS:
Clir Kunes & Squires — No reports or apologies

6. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT: Please see appendix 1

7. PARISHIONERS OPEN FORUM - NONE

The meeting closed at 19.16pm
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