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Chair: Nick Dyble Clerk: Gail Robinson 
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 27TH JANUARY 2026 FROM 19.00 AT JEPHSON HALL 

 

    Present:  

Cllr N Dyble- Chair, Cllr G Roberts, Cllr B White, Cllr G Coates and  

           Cllr R Dyble, Cllr A Sylvester 

Borough Cllr P Kunes, County Cllr J Kirk  

2 parishioners 

Clerk – G Robinson 

 

1. Welcome 

A formal welcome was given by the Chair. 

 

Open Session for Parishioners Questions (3 minutes allowed per 

speaker, up to a maximum of 15 minutes in total) 

Parishioners were welcomed. There were no questions. 

 

2. To consider apologies for absence 

It was resolved to accept apologies from Cllr S Dolby and Cllr T Roberts. 

 

3. To record Councillors’ declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

4. To approve the meeting minutes from the Parish Council Meeting held on the 

28th of October 2025 

It was proposed by Cllr White that the minutes of the 28th of October 2025 be 

accepted as a true and accurate record of the last meeting.  This was seconded by 

Cllr Roberts and agreed to by all other Councillors.  The minutes were duly signed 

by the Chair. 

  

5. To consider matters arising from the last meeting: 

a. Speed watch update 

No progress yet regarding the transfer of responsibility.  Cllr N Dyble to talk to Cllr 
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Dolby so Cllr White can take on the responsibility.  

Parishioners noted that there has been some traffic monitoring. 

b. Memorial names update 

Cllr N Dyble noted this is still ongoing and that Dr Rebecca Hearle has spoken to 
someone in the registry department and will carry out further research. 

c. SSE updates 

Clerk to register with Utility Aid for SSE and the outstanding invoices are to be 

brought up to date. Clerk to ask for a statement of account before payment.  The 

Clerk explained that payments need to be made, to bring the account up to date.  If 

prior over payments have been made, perusal for the refund of these should be 

made independently of making payments. Councillors felt that it was around 

January 25 when over payments were made, and that there were a couple of times 

that over payments were made. 

 

6. To receive Chairman (inc. SAM & NDP updates) and Clerks Reports 

• SAM2 – Cllr N Dyble read data collected from the 3 positions.   

• Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr N Dyble noted that the plan had gone to A 

Ashcroft an independent examiner. His outcome is that it should go to 

another independent review and referendum because there are significant 

changes and a policy has been rewritten. This view was accepted and has 

now been submitted to the next examiner. The Clerk is to find out how 

much the referendum is going to cost. It was agreed that the NP needed to 

progress as a lot of work has already been done putting it together. 

• Defib checks have been completed and online registration has been 

completed. 

• Drainage in the village has been dug out recently, Cllr N Dyble felt that it 

was not done well and the spoils have been pushed into the ditch in some 

places. Cllr N Dyble therefore followed up on the problems with A Wallace 

from Highways and the problems found were corrected really well. 

• The Clerk noted that Microsoft office has been put on the laptop. 

 

7. To receive County and Borough Councillor’s Reports – Cllr J Kirk reports are on 

the website (Jan & Feb) 

• Cllr P Kunes sent a report which was circulated prior to the meeting, and he 

briefly went through the report and took questions. 

• Cllr J Kirk sent reports which have been added to the website and briefly 

discussed a few issues. Infrastructure grant is still available. Cllr N Dyble asked 

if drainage could be put in at the bus stop/layby which is always flooding when 

there is heavy rain.  The kerb can’t be seen when it floods. A few other issues 

were discussed. 

 

8. Finance: 

a.  Approve bank statements/reconciliation and payments/receipts for October 25, 

November 25 & December 25 

Cllr Roberts proposed that the above documents should be accepted.  This was 
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seconded by Cllr R Dyble and all councillors duly agreed.  

b.  Approve payments to date for January 26 

November 

• Mowing Man invoice 45    £70.00 

• Clerk wage & WFHA November M8   £305.60 

• HMRC November     £69.80 

• UTB       £6.00 

• BCKLWN      £158.18 

 December 

• Mowing Man invoice 46    £70.00 

• Clerk wage & WFHA December M9   £305.40 

• HMRC December     £70.00 

• UTB       £6.00 

• BCKLWN      £158.18 

 January 

• Mowing Man invoice 47    £70.00 

• Clerk wage & WFHA January M10   £305.60 

• HMRC January     £69.80 

• UTB       £6.00 

• BCKLWN      £158.18 

• Jephson hall hire April £15, May £15,  

July £15, Sept £15, Oct £15    £75.00 

• WIX Clerk reimbursement    £129.60 

The Clerk presented the following payments for approval: 

• SSE       £34.87 

• Starboard systems – Scribe    £268.73 

• N Dyble 2 rechargeable SAM2 batteries  £94.75 

 Income 

• Interest       £49.49 

• Interest       £59.95 

• Bank compensation     £50.00 

 It was resolved to agree all the payments and income. 

c. To receive report from Clerk regarding mandate change 

The Clerk reported that there had been problems with updating the bank mandate 

with the appropriate authorisation for the Clerk.  Following a complaint the bank has 

credited the Parish Council with £50 compensation.  The mandate has now been 

appropriately updated too. 

d. To appoint an Internal Auditor for 2025/26 AGAR 

The Clerk noted that J Raby would be willing to Internal Audit the 25/26 records for a 
charge of £60. Cllr N Dyble proposed that J Raby, previous years Internal 
Auditor, be appointed IA for the 2025/26 records. This was seconded by Cllr 
Roberts and all other councillors duly agreed too.  

e. To consider and approve the 2026/27 budget 

The Clerk presented draft budget figures for consideration, including Receipts, 
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Payments, Earmarked Reserves and General Reserves.  Councillors duly discussed 

the figures. 

Cllr Coates proposed that the following budget should be accepted for 2026/27.  

This was seconded by Cllr Sylvester and was agreed to by two other council 

members, with two other council members being against the proposal.  With the 

majority being in favour of the proposed budget, it was resolved to agree on the 

following budget figures. 

 

Receipts 

Precept      £15,696.00 

Bank interest     £450.00 

VAT Refund     £500.00 

Total receipts      £16,646.00 

 

Payments 

Staff cost     £5878.88 

Staff expense     £564.45 

Subscriptions     £450.00 

Audit fees     £270.00 

Training      £100.00 

Insurance     £632.00 

Website      £155.00 

Hall hire for meetings    £180.00 

Payroll & Bank charges   £252.00 

Other contingency    £200.00 

Street lighting & Maintenance  £700.00 

Gardening/Maintenance   £840.00 

General maintenance    £500.00 

Defibrillator     £200.00 

Dog bins     £1385.00 

Litter bins     £520.00 

Purchase of equipment   £1000.00 

Donations     £100.00 

Chairmans allowance    £100.00 

VAT on purchases    £331.20 

Total payments    £14,358.53 

f. To consider and approve the 2026/27 precept requirement 

It was proposed by Cllr Coates that a precept of £15,696.00 should be requested.  

This was seconded by Cllr Sykvester.  After further discussion and a vote, it was 

agreed that £15,696.00 should be requested. 

 

9. Planning Matters – 

To consider PC consultation comments on all new planning applications & decisions 

received before the meeting, as attached and any others received after the agenda 

has been issued: 
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a.  Applications –  

There were no applications to consider. 

b. Decisions –  

• 25/01588/F – Demolition of existing building and erection of proposed two 

storey 4 bedroom house and separate two car garage at Rose Cottage 105 

Sutton Road Walpole Cross Keys PE34 4HE. Permitted. 

• 25/01694/F – Retrospective planning permission for horse walker/trainer. 

Planning Permission for single storey timber shed at Fern House Market 

Lane Walpole St Andrew PE14 7LX. Permitted. 

• 25/01632/F - Proposed single storey front/ side extensions and garage 

conversion to create a residential annexe, garden room and entrance 

lobby. At Bonnetts Farm 75 Station Road Walpole Cross Keys PE34 4HB. 

Permitted. 

c. To note decisions made prior to the meeting in line with the Standing Orders 

• 25/01874/F - Two-storey side extension and alterations at 138 Sutton 

Road, Walpole Cross Keys PE34 4HE. Deadline 191225. Supported. 

• 25/01632/F - Proposed single storey front/ side extensions and garage 

conversion to create a residential annexe, garden room and entrance 

lobby. At Bonnetts Farm 75 Station Road Walpole Cross Keys PE34 4HB. 

Deadline 041125. Supported. 

• 25/01694/F - Retrospective planning permission for horse walker/trainer. 

Planning Permission for single storey timber shed at Fern House Market 

Lane Walpole St Andrew PE14 7LX. Deadline 121125. Supported. 

 

10. To discuss installation of bus shelter seats 

Cllr N Dyble noted that this still has not been installed but will take this project on 

himself. 

 

11. To discuss a replacement millennium garden information board 

Arrangements were discussed to put the replacement in place.  Cllr R Dyble to make 

the arrangements with local people for this to be put in place. 

 

12. To discuss the painting of the milestone 

Cllr N Dyble agreed to the painting of the milestone when the weather improves. 

 

13. To discuss Highways, Crime, Environmental and Gardens 

• A number of councillors noted that people are parking on the pavement at a  

junction in the village.  Councillors were encouraged to photograph instances 

of any parking problems and forward them to the Clerk so that may be 

forwarded to Paula Gilluley the Police Community Engagement Officer. 

• Environment waste burning – A councillor noted that they had received a 

complaint and duly advised the parishioner to report all instances via the 

Borough Council website.  

• It was felt that the gardens need tidying up.  Cllr R Dyble to work with the 
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grounds maintenance contractor to ensure the gardens are improved. It was 

agreed the Clerk would review the contract to be able to move forward so 

that more work to be undertaken. 

 

14. Correspondence/Communications – including received after agenda issue date:  

All items of correspondence received via email were duly circulated.  There were no 

items that required further discussion or actions. 

 

15. To receive Representative reports 

 Cllr Cotes noted that a power fund meeting is being held in February. 

 

16. To receive items for next meeting agenda 

There were no items received at this time. 

 

17. To note date of next meeting 24th March 2026 at Jephson Village Hall 

Details of the next meeting were duly noted by those present. 

 
 


